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Life’s Passages

DEATH

26.04.2011 
Peter Wahren Jurisich of Kerikeri 

                    Road, Kerikeri 

22.05.2011  Pieter Dirk van Marion of Waiare 

                    Rd, Okaihau 
Our sympathy and prayers to their families and friends
PROPERTY PLANNING UPDATE
Creative Spaces, the architects, have been given the okay to move on with our new church following their submission to us of the site master plan.  
A number of comments were conveyed to them regarding the plan for the church building.  

Among their tasks now is drawing up detailed plans for the building to send to us for our consideration and approval.  
Approval from the Parish Council and from the Congregations will be required before the plans are signed off by the Property Planning Group.
A resource consent for the building will be sought when the plans are finalised.  

Brian Stewart

Think of church like family. You don't 'go to family.' Family is what you are wherever you are. This is about spiritual families. We just live life with Jesus. So every day is Easter.

Matariki

The Maori New Year begins on 4 June. Matariki may be translated as tiny eyes, (or eyes of God) and refers to a star cluster, the Pleiades, that appears in the sky in June. The eyes are thought to watch over the land and its people. 

The appearance of Matariki signals a time of change and new growth. Many cultures recognise the logic of celebrating the New Year at the turning of the season, after the end of the harvest. Matariki is a time to celebrate our history and learn from those who came before us. Matariki is also a time to celebrate our unique place in the world. Matariki is an appropriate time to publicly pray for life and growth as well to offer prayers of thanksgiving.
Our services on June 5 will have something of a Matariki theme.
A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class memorize one of the most quoted passages in the Bible - Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month to learn the chapter. Little Rick was excited about the task - but he just couldn't remember the Psalm. After much practice, he could barely get past the first line.
On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the congregation, Ricky was so nervous. When it was his turn, he stepped up to the microphone and said proudly, 'The Lord is my Shepherd, and that's all I need to know.' 
Highlights in June
· All age worship Sunday 19 June at both churches, celebrating “Trinity Sunday”
· Presbyterian Support Speaker Robyn Corrigan at both churches on Sunday 26 June 
Robyn’s Ramblings 

“Remembering the future is the only way to have a future.” 
I read this strange phrase recently on a “Stillspeaking” devotional page I receive each day.  It was connected with holy ground and making compost.  Donna Shaper says: “I know we’re supposed to ‘carpe diem,’ seize the day, live in the moment, and all that. Still, the truth of every moment is the way it treated yesterday. It has a past as last year’s compost, a present as this year’s onion, and a future as next year’s chard.”

This is how I make sense of hope as not just wishful thinking. Hope relates to the life-direction, the God-given potentiality in living things to become more and new kinds of living.  It’s also not a matter of hoping something will happen in terms of what we expect based on past experience (and let downs).  If an adult is handed a box and asked what they hope might be inside, odds on they will subconsciously rephrase it in terms of what, on the basis of past experience and reasonable likelihood, they expect could be in the box.  Get a child young enough, they might be able to do more like genuine ‘hope’: the dream, the “it really would be wonderful if…” – the imagination let free.

Hope that knows what the future can be, if only God’s good gift of life can get a chance, if only it doesn’t get squashed by the negative and the death-dealing – that’s Christian hope.
Christian hope is directed towards what the world can become in tune with God’s dream for it.  
For us to hope is, then, to direct our view of the future towards this kingdom-way of living; when we see, even in the present, the kingdom-values that Jesus showed us are possible to live by; when we spot the seeds of new growth and provide the nurturing compost these seeds need in order to flourish; when we keep imagining the world as resurrection world, where death and negativity do not win over love’s power for life.

Hope means remembering.  That’s one of those paradoxical things – without memory hope cannot be.  Remembering – keeping in mind – what the future needs us to do today, not just to happen as we expect it will, same old same old, but to become what, by God, hope says it can be.  
Shalom, Robyn

Is It You Again?

We think of monks as being remote from the world, but Saint Benedict, writing in the sixth century, notes that a monastery is never without guests, and admonishes monks to "receive all guests as Christ." Monks have been quick to recognize that such hospitality, while undoubtedly a blessing, can also create burdens for them.

A story said to originate in a Russian Orthodox monastery has an older monk telling a younger one: "I have finally learned to accept people as they are. Whatever they are in the world, a prostitute, a prime minister, it is all the same to me. But sometimes I see a stranger coming up the road and I say, 'Oh, Jesus Christ, is it you again?'"

Kathleen Norris Dakota
FRESH EXPRESSIONS FOR RURAL PARISHES

Day Workshop in the North Hokianga

Saturday 2 July

10am (cuppa available from 9.15am) to 3pm (cuppa available before heading home)

A & P Hall, Main Road, Broadwood

Lunch provided: $10 koha for lunch and cuppas

The Workshop will be led Rob Stoner, from the Uniting Church in Australia in South Australia, who has been a regular participant and contributor at Trans-Tasman and International Rural Ministry Conferences.  This day event will have us work together on questions like:
· What are the real issues we are facing in Rural life and Ministry?

· Patterns of Ministry – are these Biblically based?

· What makes a good team work? 

In many ways “rural” means “small church”.  It’s not so much whether we are all farmers, as whether we are part of communities where neighbourliness matters and relationships are the fabric that holds us together.

Get in touch with Robyn if you can join her for this day in the Hokianga.   
PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE
The year to date finances of the parish are looking good, which is fantastic. That is mainly due to the interest we are receiving, so when expenses for new church building start coming in, the interest level will start falling. Therefore it is vital that we each lift our support for the church as much as we are able (giving has been 12% less than the amount budgeted so far this year). We just cannot assume that interest received from capital will keep us floating forever – it just won’t. Prayerfully do what you can!

It seems that we humans aren’t the only things in the parish that are aging! Our leased photocopier is packing a sad, and is getting harder to service; parts harder to get. So Jenny and Peter Phillips are looking into finding the best deal for our requirements. Thank you Jenny and Peter.

On the ecumenical theme the next event of interest is the combined service at 11.15 am on May 29 at our Kaeo church. This has come at the initiative of the Anglicans and is in celebration of the Anglican/Methodist Covenant 2008, to be followed by a shared lunch. As well, that evening at 7.00 pm, is the Kerikeri churches combined service, the theme being HOPE – and we are the hosts, at the Day Centre, Retirement Village. 

Our minister Robyn is going to be holidaying (with Neil) in the Californian sun, being away for July 18- 30 – lucky! Travel well and enjoy.
In the area of expenditure for outreach Council agreed to cover the $200 chaplaincy contribution on behalf of Whangaroa College for this year.
Girls’ Brigade is going well, with lots of action: a neat conference for Sheryl Webster in Auckland, with 17 other attendees from around the Pacific; Pioneers fundraising for a trip to Auckland; fundraising for Christchurch ($480) and sending a DVD of the girls working on projects to accompany it. Next year is to be the 30th anniversary of Girls’ Brigade in Kerikeri, in September. Sheryl wants to have an area event in our new church to mark the occasion, so the new church HAS to be up and running by then!
Alan Robinson
The world would be better off if people tried to become better. And people would become better if they stopped trying to become better off.
Peter Maurin
FINANCE UPDATE

For the month of April: 

   budgeted figure for free-will giving
   $3,233.00 

   actual figure for free-will giving
   $3,315.20
For the year to date 1 July 2010 to 30 April 2011:  budgeted figure for free-will giving
 $32,330.00 

   actual figure for free-will giving
 $28,437.20
Note: the money we have in the bank must cover both the building of a new church and a significant “ring-fenced” portion for investment to sustain the parish into the future.   

While adults talk peace, kids try walking in another’s shoes

Written by Susan Kim, a freelance writer from Maryland, United States.

The story starts with Peter. Not biblical Peter, just a kid named Peter who’s a little bit overweight, who has bumps on his face, and, oh, yeah – sometimes, he doesn't smell very good.
“Everybody knows a ‘Peter,'’ right?” asks Dr Yanike Hanson, and 19 children nod an emphatic “yes.”

Hanson, an instructor within the Global Network of Religions for Children, is guiding Jamaican elementary schoolchildren through an exercise in peacemaking at the International Ecumenical Peace Convocation (IEPC) being held in Kingston, 17-25 May.  Participants at IEPC are gathered to discuss ways to help people worldwide work toward a just peace. The conference’s themes include Peace in the Community, Peace with the Earth, Peace in the Marketplace and Peace among the Peoples.

“Peter is that boy that everybody avoids,” Hanson continues. “Almost always, he’s in the cafeteria eating alone because nobody wants to sit beside him. Sometimes there are some little children who want to sit down beside of Peter but they are afraid of what the other children might say.”

Then she asks the children if someone will pretend to be Peter. A boy volunteers, sitting down in a folding chair, and the other 18 children promptly move away from him, some of them giggling.

“Now,” Hanson asks, “how would you feel if you were Peter?”

The children grow serious. Residents of Jamaica’s poorest, most violence-ridden communities, they know all too well how “Peter” – even this imaginary one – feels.

Eleven-year-old Sophia thoughtfully raises her hand. “Kids make fun of me sometimes. If I were Peter, I’d feel very sad. Very unaccepted.”  The other children chime in, eager to answer: “Embarrassed.”  “Depressed.”  “Lonely.”  “I would wonder, why did God make me this way?”

Even as the children talk about their imaginary friend Peter, their adult counterparts at the IEPC were spending the day wrestling with the issues surrounding peace in the marketplace – the kind of global economic-related violence that leaves hundreds of people wondering: why did God make us this way?

Finally, the pretend Peter answers, his chin resting in his hands: “I’d feel awful. It just feels awful,” he said. “I’m kind of like Peter. I mean, I’m a little chubby.” 
With a little guidance from Hanson, the children decide they'd like to try walking in Peter’s shoes. They take paper footprints and tape them to the bottom of their own shoes. The footprints say, simply: “I am Peter.”  They walk around for a few minutes, not speaking, but just existing as Peter for a few minutes. Then Hanson asks them how they feel.

“Unloved.”  “Like I was a nobody.”  “Like I wasn’t in the world.”

For children, talking about the universal and timeless outcasts like Peter is a way to get them to talk about peace in a world with entire countries that are outcasts.

The workshop Hanson is conducting has been used in Cuba and other countries to get children involved in active peacemaking. Working in tandem with the United Nations, the Global Network of Religions for Children uses a curriculum that focuses on four ethical values: respect, empathy, reconciliation and responsibility.

In the workshops, the children approach the unknowable question of why some people are always left out. With some leading questions from Hanson, they discover something they like about Jesus: he didn't leave anybody out.

Look at the lepers, Sabrina says. “Nobody wanted to go near those lepers but Jesus tried to help them.”  She and the other children wonder aloud why we blame someone for being different.

Vivette McCarthy, a mother attending the workshop with her daughter, raises both hands into the air: “You know, yeah! I mean, if you were born, say, with one arm shorter than the other, it’s not any fault of yours.”

Which leads Hanson straight to her next activity: Moving into three groups, the children put large pieces of paper on the wall. They trace around one child’s head, another’s arm, another’s legs, until entire bodies appear.

Then they write their wishes in the heads, their feelings in the heart, their needs in the stomach, and their “wants” in the feet.  Their wishes range from the wide-focused – “a better world,” “peace” and “love” – to the plaintive daily yearning “I wish I had friends.”

While two groups said the feelings in their stomachs were happy, one inexplicably elected to write “sad” in their figure’s stomach.  Their needs: “salvation, “loved ones,” and, from one young girl, “to be more attractive.” Hanson gazes around at the oddly-proportioned drawings, asking: “Are these bodies perfect?”

“No!” the children chorus, and then they gather happily back together for a closing hymn.  
But the pretend Peter lingers for a moment at his body, on which he has drawn huge biceps. “Did you see what I wrote in the feet? I want to live long,” he said. “And I want to have fun.”
World Council of Churches
Rev Greg Hughson has been attending this Peace Convocation on behalf of the NZ Methodist Church 
Lectionary Readings

5 June
12 June PENTECOST
Acts 1:6-14
Acts 2:1.21 
Psalm 68:1-10,32-35
Psalm 104:24-34,35b
1 Peter 4:12-15; 5:6-11
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
John 17:1-11
John 20:19-23 or 7:37-39
19 June
26 June
Genesis 1:1-2:4a
Genesis 22:1-14
Psalm 8
Psalm 13
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Romans 6:12-23
Matthew 28:16-20
Matthew 10:40-42
St ANDREW’s Whangarei
150th CELEBRATION

4 – 6 November 2011

“Come and join us for our celebration!”

For registrations and details contact

Alexis or Jenny

09 438 1667

Email: office@standrews.net.nz
www.standrews.net.nz 

PO Box 587 Whangarei 0140
The Charlie Schulz Philosophy

The following is the philosophy of Charles Schulz, the creator of the ‘Peanuts’ comic strip.
Ponder on this:

1. Name the five wealthiest people in the world.
2. Name the last five winners of the Miss Universe pageant.
3. Name ten people who have won the Nobel or Pulitzer Prize.
4. Name the last half dozen Academy Award winners for best actor and actress.

5. Name the last decade’s worth of World Series winners.

The point is none of us remembers the headlines of yesterday.  
These are no second-rate achievers.  They are the best in their fields. But the applause dies…  Awards tarnish.  Achievements are forgotten.  Accolades and certificates are buried with their owners.

Here’s another quiz. See how you do on this one: 
1. List a few teachers who aided your journey through school.
2. Name three friends who have helped you through a difficult time.
3. Name five people who have taught you something worthwhile.
4. Think of a few people who have made you feel appreciated and special!!
5. Think of five people you enjoy spending time with. 

The lesson:
The people who make a difference in your life are not the ones with the most credentials…
the most money...or the most awards.
They simply are the ones who care the most.

“Be Yourself.  Everyone Else Is Taken!”
JOCK THE PAINTER

There was a tradesman, a painter called Jock, who was very interested in making a penny where he could, so he often would thin down paint to make it go a wee bit further.

As it happened, he got away with this for some time, but eventually the Union Church decided to do a big restoration job on the painting of one of their biggest buildings. 
Jock put in a bid, and because his price was so low, he got the job.

And so he set to erecting the trestles and setting up the planks, and buying the paint and, yes, I am sorry to say, thinning it down with turpentine.

Well, Jock was up on the scaffolding, painting away, the job nearly completed when suddenly there was a horrendous clap of thunder, and the sky opened, the rain poured down, washing the thinned paint from all over the church and knocking Jock clear off the scaffold to land on the lawn, among the gravestones, surrounded by telltale puddles of the thinned and useless paint.

Jock was no fool. He knew this was a judgment from the Almighty, so he got on his knees and cried: "Oh, God! Forgive me! What should I do?" And from the thunder, a mighty voice spoke…
"Repaint! Repaint! and thin no more!"
Daily Christian Jokes on www.irca.net.nz
"And the work of God is rarely dull, but it's not always necessarily what we think. Transformation is hard stuff. Seeking to bring about the kingdom of God -- caring for the poor, feeding the hungry, visiting prisoners, caring for the sick, renouncing demons in God's name -- you don't do that in a 15-minute lunch break."

Enuma Okoro
                               Kerikeri







Kaeo

Door and Tea Duty


Readers


Readers

5 June

L & A Purdie



Jean Andrewes


tba 
12 June

H & V Driver



Marie Cannon


Ian Hayes
19 June 
G Traas & L Emerson


Tigger Andrewes

Alan Robinson
26 June 
Ambler Family & W Vine

Kay Blunkell


Gladys Wilson
CALENDAR

Kerikeri Girls’ Brigade Thursdays during school terms 3.30-5.30pm at the Baptist Church – contact Sheryl 4078963

K-TOWN Shakers Youth Bible Study Wednesdays during school terms 6-8pm at Drop-In Centre across the road from Union Church – contact John 4051267
Lectionary Study Groups to read through the week’s Bible readings, learn more about their background, and share thoughts and responses:
Kerikeri Mondays (except Public Holidays) 1.30-3pm at Jean and Tigger’s, 22 Fairway Drive, Kerikeri 
Kaeo Tuesday 14th 3-4.30pm in the Kaeo Church Supper Room
June 
Thursday 2
       10.00am
ACW Fellowship at Val and Henry Driver’s home, next door to the chapel.

Please bring fresh herbs from your garden if you have some and we’ll 

compare and share their uses. All welcome.

Sunday 5
        9.30am
Kerikeri Worship: Communion    

Sunday School and Youth Group
      11.15am
Kaeo Worship


   

Sunday School available
         4.00pm
Communion Service at Ted Robinson Chapel

Friday 10 
       7.00pm
Kerikeri Home Group meets at Kato and Michelle’s 542 Kerikeri Road.  
Enquiries: 021 1744850

Sunday 12
       9.30am
Kerikeri Worship   


Sunday School and Youth Group



     11.15am
Kaeo Worship      


Sunday School available

Monday 13
       7.15pm
Kaeo Home Group meets venue tba. Enquiries: 4050688 

Thursday 16
        2.00pm
Kerikeri Singers at Jean and Tigger’s 22 Fairway Drive.  All welcome.

Friday 17


Material for July/August newsletter due 
Saturday 18
  9.30am-3pm “Pentecost Convention” at Waipu Presbyterian Church. The Vision: Building 




Relationships across Parish Leadership in Northland (Get in touch with Robyn 
if you are interested – she’s looking for company for a big day out.) 

Sunday 19
        9.30am 
Kerikeri Worship 
Trinity 

ALL AGE 
      11.15am
Kaeo Worship

Sunday
WORSHIP
Tuesday 21
       7.30pm
Parish Council meets in the Supper Room, Kaeo Church.     
Friday 24 
       7.00pm
Kerikeri Home Group meets at Kato and Michelle’s 542 Kerikeri Road.  
Sunday 26
        9.30am
Kerikeri Worship  


Sunday School and Youth Group

      11.15am
Kaeo Worship     


Sunday School available
Robyn Corrigan from Presbyterian Support will speak at each service
     12.45pm
Communion Service at Kauri Lodge

Monday 27
       7.15pm
Kaeo Home Group meets venue tba. Enquiries: 4050688 

Tuesday 28    
        4.00pm 
Kaeo Property Committee meets in the Supper Room
"Faith is what someone knows to be true, whether they believe it or not."  Flannery O'Connor
Parish Contacts

Parish Council Secretary:
Alan Robinson



ph: 405 0688       robinson21@xtra.co.nz 

Newsletter: robyn@chirmac.co.nz or Box 166, Kerikeri

Bulletin: Jenny.Jane@xtra.co.nz  or ph: 407 8883 
Parish Treasurer: Arlene Purdie  ph: 407 9640
alp45@xtra.co.nz PO Box 166, Kerikeri 0245 
Ministers:
Everyone in the parish
Minister to the Ministers:
Robyn McPhail

ph: 401 7554

fax: 401 7555

021 0247 6280  
robyn@chirmac.co.nz 

Kaeo Bookings: Margaret Langman
405 0337

Kerikeri office answer-phone 

407 8250
PO Box 166 Kerikeri 0245


kaeokerikeriunionchurch.org.nz
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"The price of inaction is far greater than the cost of making a mistake."


Meister Eckhart
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